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The Official Standard of The Italian Greyhound
Description

The Ttalian Greyhound is very similar to the Greyhound, but much smaller and more slender in all proportions and of ideal
elegance and grace.

Head: Narrow and long, tapering to nose, with a slight suggestion of stop.

Skull: Rather long, almost flat.

Muzzle Long and fine.

Nose: Dark. It may be black or brown or in keeping with the color of the dog. A light or partly pigmented nose is a fault.
Teeth Scissors bite. A badly undershot or overshot mouth is a fault.

Eyes: Dark, bright, intelligent, medium in size. Very light eyes are a fault.

Ears: Small, fine in texture; thrown back and folded except when alerted, then carried folded at right angles to the head. Erect
or button ears severely penalized.

Neck: Long, slender and gracefully arched.

Body: Of medium length, short coupled; high at withers, back curved and drooping at hindquarters, the highest point of curve
at start of loin, creating a definite tuck-up at flanks. ;

Shoulders: Long and sloping.

Chest: Deep and narrow.

Forelegs: Long, straight, set well under shoulder; strong pasterns, fine bone.

Hindquarters: Long, well-muscled thigh; hind legs parallel when viewed from behind, hocks well let down, well-bent stifle.
Feet: Harefoot with well-arched toes. Removal of dewclaws optional.

Tail: Slender and tapering to a curved end, long enough to reach the hock; set low, carried low. Ring tail a serious fault, gay
tail a fault.

Coat: Skin fine and supple, hair short, glossy like satin and soft to the touch.

Color: Any color and markings are acceptable except that a dog with brindle markings and a dog with the tan markings
normally found on black-and-tan dogs of other breeds must be disqualified.

Action: High stepping and free, front and hind legs to move forward in a straight line

Size: Height at withers, ideally 13 inches to 15 inches.

Disqualifications: A dog with brindle markings. A dog with the tan markings normally found on black-and-tan dogs of other
breeds.

Approved December 14, 1976
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Oneof thefirst thingsyou may noticewhenlooking at aclassof Italian Greyhoundsisthat there may be
littleconsistency insizeor type. Asfar back aswe have been ableto research, consistency hasbeena

probleminthebreed. Thishasmadejudging theltalian Greyhound alittlemoredifficult.

Form follows function:

Theideal Italian Greyhound should be ableto effortlesdy accompany hisowner on along country stroll
and physicdly ableto chase small game. ThesamelG whilebeing carried through acrowd should not
appear unreasonably fearful, attempt to attack anything that comes near, or bark excessively at

everythingingght.

Theltalian Greyhound isnoted for hissweet, affectionate personality when heiswith people heknows,
but heisatrue sighthound and can be aloof with strangers. Avoiding eye contact isanormal behavior
for himandisnot asign of fear. Although he should respond to asound or to bait by aerting hisears,
heisnot by nature awildly outgoing dog and should not be expected to behavelikeapuppet ona
string. Likemany other small dogs, an |G may pull back dightly at thetouch of astranger, especially
onewith cold hands; but he should alow anormal examination onthetablewithout panic.

Description:

The Italian Greyhound isvery similar to the Greyhound, but much smaller
and more slender in all proportions and of ideal elegance and grace.

Becausetheltalian Greyhound standard beginswith thiscomparison, itisimportant to understand the
Greyhound standard in order to understand that of the Italian Greyhound. The Greyhound standardis
included here astaken from “ The Greyhound, Form Follows Function”, apublication of The Greyhound
Club of America. (Thewordsinitaicsunderneath thel G standard arethe Greyhound standard.)

Theided Itdian Greyhound Theided Greyhound
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Head: Narrow and long, tapering to nose, with a dlight suggestion of stop.

Greyhound: Long and narrow, fairly wide between the ears, scarcely perceptible stop, little or no
development of nasal sinuses, good length of muzze, which should be powerful without

coarseness. Teeth very strong and even in front.
Skull: Rather long, ailmost flat.
Muzzle: Long and fine.

Nose: Dark. It may be black or brown or in keeping with the color of the
dog. A light or partly pigmented nose is a fault.

Teeth: Scissors bite. A badly undershot or overshot mouth is a fault.
Eyes. Dark, bright, intelligent, medium in size. Very light eyes are a fault.
Greyhound: Eyesdark, bright, intelligent, indicating spirit.

Although aproper, € egant head addsto amore greyhound-like appearance, unlike many other Toy
breedstheltalian Greyhoundisnot to be considered a“head breed”. Emphasisshould beplaced on
the completeoutlineand theoverdl dog.

Nt

Theskull isnarrow and long, taperingtothenose. ThereisaSLIGHT
suggestion of stop. While both of these headsare adifferent typethey
areboth correct.
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Thisdoesnot mean NO stop, as
showninthisexample.
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Nor EXCESSIVE stop asshown
inthisexample.

Thishead showsaround, wide skull, ashort snipey

muzzleand bulging eyes, noneof whicharedesirable

inthisbreed. Thiswasthemost common head type
inthe past andisstill seen occasionally.

Ears. Small, finein texture; thrown back and folded except when alerted,
then carried folded at right anglesto the head. Erect or button ears severely

penalized.

Greyhound: Small and fine in texture, thrown back and folded, except when excited, when they

are semi-pricked.
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Small ears as in these examples are ideal:

é
Thecorrect ear carriagein Theseroseearsaredert, till
repose, thrown back and folded but held at right anglesto

folded. the head.

These are still correct ears but they are proportionately larger than the ideal:

Button ears and erect ears are both incorrect:

Button ears.
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Neck: Long, dender and gracefully arched.

Greyhound: Long, muscular, without throatiness, slightly arched, and widening gradually into
the shoulder.

< . |
Long, dender, Anincorrect, bulging
gracefully arched. “ewe’ neck isoften
Seen.

Body: Of medium length, short coupled; high at withers, back curved and
drooping at hindquarters, the highest point of curve at start of loin, creating

a definite tuck-up at flanks.

Greyhound Back: Muscular and broad. Loins: Good depth of muscle, well arched, well cut up
in the flanks.

The statement “ medium length, short coupled” indicatesthat thelength intheltalian Greyhound'sbody is
inhisribcage.

Theloinarea(betweenthelast Withers Hiohest poirt
rib and the start of the pelvic highest point of (I)? cuer()eO;t
girdle) isshort. topline. gart of loin.
1 f
554
v ,V J
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Theideal body andtopline.

Thissomewhat curvier IGisstill correct,
with the highest point of thearch at the
start of theloin. Anoverly exaggerated
arch generally isaccompanied by arear

lackingin strengthand drive.
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Although according to the standard this
toplineiscorrect, thedip behind the shoul -
dersisundesirable, asit lacksthe elegant
smoothnessof theided topline.

Whentheloinareaislonger, asinthis
illustration, thetoplinetendstoflatten
OUL.

Theribcageisshort and theloinislong, causing the high point
of thecurve, athoughitisat the start of theloin, to appear to
beinthe middle of thedog’sback and higher than thewithers.
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Although the flowing s-curves of a properly built Italian Greyhound are eas-
ily visible, the superimposed lines here point out this elegant characteristic:

L
These examples are NOT what is meant by S curves:
A - - y- ";_
) S < y
"i

Thisshoulder islow and the highest Thisdogislow intheshoulder and highinthe
point of thearchisinthemiddle of the rear, both of which areincorrect. Notealsothe
back rather than at the start of theloin. ewe neck and dish face.

Thisdog would belikely to move

poorly.

Shoulders Long and soping.
Greyhound: Placed as obliquely as possible, muscular without being loaded.
Chest: Deep and narrow.

Greyhound: Deep, and aswide as consistent with speed, fairly well-sprung ribs.
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Forelegs Long, straight, set well under shoulder; strong pasterns, fine bone.

Greyhound: Perfectly straight, set well into the shoulders, neither turned in nor out, pasterns
strong.

The ideal front assembly, shoulder long and sloping, legs set well under, chest
deep and narrow:

R
" g
|
<.
3

Thisfront isincorrect. The shoulders are straight (upright), the legs are set
on too far forward, and the chest is shallow and hollow:
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Chest istoo wide, and thereistoo much Thisfrontishollow and lackingin
rib spring, giving abarrel chested forechest. Thereisnofill betweenthe
appearance. legs.

Hindquarters: Long, well-muscled thigh; hind legs parallel when viewed from
behind, hocks well let down, well-bent stifle.

Greyhound Hindquarters: Long, very muscular and powerful, wide and well let down, well bent
stifles. Hocks well bent and rather close to ground, wide but straight fore and aft.

The ideal rear assembly:
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Feet: Hare foot with well-arched toes. Removal of dewclaws optional.

Greyhound: Hard and close, rather more hare than cat feet, well knuckled up with good strong
claws.

/ ] ; r . ;tt'

£
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Harefootiselongated, with Cat foot isround.
thetwo center toesdightly
longer than the other two.

Tail: Slender and tapering to a curved end, long enough to reach the hock;
set low, carried low. Ring tail a serious fault, gay tail a fault.

Greyhound: Long, fine and tapering with a slight upward curve.

Correct tail carriage while standing and in motion:
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Gaytall. Ringtall.

Coat: Skin fine and supple, hair short, glossy like satin and soft to the touch.
Greyhound: Short, smooth and firmin texture.

Color: Any color and markings are acceptable except that a dog with brindle
markings and a dog with the tan markings normally found on black-and-tan
dogs of other breeds must be disqualified.

Greyhound: Color immaterial

Action: High stepping and free, front and hind legs to move forward in a
straight line.

k \-m. ldn

Highsteppingwithreachandadlightbend  The Greyhound standard makesno referenceto action
at thepastern. Neither atiff-legged goose and doesnot ask for lift in theforward movement.
step nor hackney actioniscorrect.

Size: Height at withers, ideally 13 inches to 15 inches.

A good small dogispreferableto an equally good large one but agood larger dogispreferabletoa
poor smaller one.
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Disqualifications: A dog with brindle markings. A dog with the tan markings
nor mally found on black-and-tan dogs of other breeds.

Disgudificationsfor brindleand for tan markingsof thistypeareincludedin the standard becausea
purebred Italian Greyhound cannot genetically beany of thesecolorations. Itisimportant to make sure
thedogisactualy brindle or hastan markingsin all theareaswherethey arefound on Miniature
Pinschers, Dobermans, etc. beforedisquaifyingit. Sometimessed colored | Gshave shading that tends
to mimicthesemarkings. Truebrindleor tan marked dogsarerarely seenin the show ring.

Disqudifyingtanmarkingswill be
clearly defined and occur inthe same
places asthey would on aDoberman or
Miniature Pinscher.

& -
Tanor gold markingsonasea |G are A truebrindlehasdarker stripesall
shadingsof color and aremost over thebody likethosefound on
typically located at the base of the brindle Greyhounds, Whippets, Box-
ears, theside of the neck, the*arm- ers, etc.

pits’, and onthe back of thethighs.



